Although the formal oration or address at the beginning of the session has been done away with in this University?to the great relief, we may confidently assume, of many who would be called upon to be either speakers or hearers?it is nevertheless fitting that on this occasion my remarks should be of a less purely technical character than those which I may have to address to you at subsequent meetings of the class. For I cannot but be sensible both of the honour and of the responsibility devolving upon the occupant of this chair, which possesses an historic interest and importance in the annals of the University, were it only because it was occupied at one time by Cullen, and at a later period by 
